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SUBJECT: MEXICAN VIEWS ON AGENDA FOR FOURTH SESSION OF 
THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL 

REF: STATE 037553 

SUMMARY: GOM HAS NO OBJECTION TO LIMITING AGENDA TO A 
FEW WELL-DEFINED TOPICS. THEIR MAIN INTEREST IS IN 
AGRARIAN REFORM, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, AND IN INCREASING 
FOOD PRODUCTION. GOM VIEWS ON WFC ARE UNDERGOING REVIEW. 
END SUMMARY. 

1 . FOREIGN RELATIONS OFFICIAL LIC HUGO DIAZ THOME BEGAN 
DISCUSSION BY NOTING THAT BOTH THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
SITUATIONS IN MEXICO HAD CHANGED SINCE MEXICO HAD FIRST 
TAKEN PART IN THE WFC. WITHOUT ELABORATING ON THE CHANGES 
IN THE POLITICAL SITUATION, HE NOTED THAT IN 1974 MEXICO'S 
AGRICULTURE WAS IN SUCH A POOR STATE THAT LARGE IMPORTA- 
TIONS OF EVEN BASIC FOODSTUFFS WERE REQUIRED. NOW, 

THOUGH, WITH A FEW EXCEPTIONS THE COUNTRY WAS VIRTUALLY 
SELF-SUFFICIENT AND COULD BE A SIZEABLE EXPORTER WITHIN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FIVE YEARS. ALL OF THIS CHANGED ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE GROUP OF 77 AND REQUIRES A 
COMPLETE REEVALUATION OF MEXICO'S ROLE IN THE WFC. 

2. DIAZ THOME THINKS THAT GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY SOME 
COUNTRIES (HE SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED ALGERIA) WOULD TURN 
THE JUNE MEETING INTO A PURLY POLITICAL EVENT AND CAUSE 
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THE FOCUS TO TURN FROM THE IMPORTANT TASK OF ATTEMPTING 
TO RESOLVE THE PRESSING ISSUE OF FOOD. HE PERSONALLY 
FAVORED THE IDEA OF LIMITING THE AGENDA TO TWO OR THREE 
ITEMS AND THOUGHT THAT THE GOM WOULD SUPPORT SUCH AN 
EFFORT. HE PROMISED A DEFINITIVE REPLY BEFORE THE ROME 
MEETING IN LATE FEBRUARY. 

3. HE THINKS THAT THE ISSUES OF MOST INTEREST TO MEXICO 
WOULD BE AGRARIAN REFORM, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, AND INCREASING 
FOOD PRODUCTION. HE THOUGHT THAT SOME COUNTRIES MIGHT 
DISAGREE AS TO THE IMPORTANCE OF AGRARIAN REFORM BUT THAT 
THE LATTER TWO TOPICS SHOULD BE OF UNIVERSAL INTEREST. 

THOMPSON 
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